take place across Canada and the
United States. The events include
bull riding, bareback bronc riding,
steer wrestling, team steer roping,
calf roping, horse barrel racing,

chuckwagon races and several

ON RODEOS
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others. There is even an event in
which kids ride sheep. Some people
suggest that the only real danger in
rodeos is to the cowboys who can
get hurt falling from bulls or get their
fingers caught in ropes, etc. But
what about the animals?

Rodeos rely on cattle acting

- stressed and afraid. The harder the

animals buck and the faster they run
to escape the cowboys, the more
exciting the event is to the audience.

1 Cattle are one of the most docile
- creatures on earth and so rodeo

handlers use some special tech-
niques to get them to “perform.”

Devices that hurt and irritate the
animals are used to make bulls and
horses buck wildly. Look closely at
the bull riding and you will see a
flank strap around the waist of the
bull. This strap is tightened as the
bull leaves the stall causing him to
buck wildly to try to get it off. They
do the same to get the horses to
buck as well.

While many rodeo association rules
restrict the use of shock devices and

e bull leaves the chute.
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To get bulls to buck wildly a flank
strap is tightened around the v
bull’s sensitive mid-section as the
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other cruel techniques, at some
rodeos handlers use small electric
prods that shock the animals so they
buck harder, or so that the calves
run terrified out of chutes. Other
techniques include twisting the
calves’ tails to make them run out of
the chute quicker, putting fingers up
a calf’'s nose to control the animal,
and using spurs to jab horses’ flanks
(below) to get them to run faster.
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The Barrel Racing is all about
speed, and the women riders urge
their horses on by jabbing them in
the side with their spurred boots.



~ - L W T
M 'll. ‘r

|
But do rodeo animals really get hurt? No matter how you look at it, rodeos
Yes, the worst injuries happen to cause animals pain and suffering. CALVES ON THE RANGE !
young animals such as calves In recent years some rodeos have
(about 2-3 months old) and steers made an effort to modify or exclude
(older calves still with their mothers) some events to limit the pain and
in the roping events. Every year injuries suffered by the animals.
hundreds of animals get broken limbs Despite these changes, animals
and necks and suffer sprains and continue to get hurt, and fear and
bruises. Over the last four years 23 anxiety are still a big part of the show. #

rodeo animals have died in Canada.
The most recent in BCwas in 2004

when a steer was killed in a roping o’
event at the Cloverdale Rodeo - the
largest BC rodeo — when his neck P

was broken.

Kids as young as five ride in the
Mutton (sheep) event.

In the Team Steer Roping event steers are chased and
are lassoed by two cowboys. One lassos the head and the
other the two back feet.

The intent is to stop the animal by pulling in opposite
directions stretching out the steer.
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Schedule of some of BC’s rodeos: May: Vernon, Princeton, Cloverdale, Luxton, Falkland June/July: Williams Lake, Quesnel

August: Abbotsford, Cranbrook, Dawson Creek, Kamloops, Armstrong September: Golden, Merritt October: Prince George
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Others say that
tormenting animals for entertainment is wrong and
unnecessary, and that there is hidden cruelty as well. v
Who monitors -
this? - #F

‘ ='1.
If you need so writing your letter, check out

this sample letter.
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recipient addreses: hame of
organization, contact
name & their position and
full mailing address

body: introduce
yourself and state
why you are writing.
Give reasons why
you disagree with
rodeos. Be brief &
to the point.

cc: send a copy to the Kids Club so
we know you're out therel

Stamp out animal cruelty at the rodeo and receive your very
own End Animal Cruelty band!

one of the first 10 kids



